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Tom Alter’s festival ‘Jashn-e-Maazi’
offers a unique look at history
TNN | Updated: Mar 10, 2017, 12.51 PM IST

MUMBAI: Veteran film and
theatre actor Tom Alter will
enact a festival of his various
plays in Hindi, English,
Hindustani and Urdu at the
Y.B. Cavan Centre here
from March 7 to April 2. The
first-of-its kind festival, titled
'Jashn-e-Maazi: The Play of
History' features 19 of Alter's
portrayals and adaptations of
Tom Alter in the role of Rabindranath Tagore in 'With Love'.
leading historical figures such
as Maulana Azad, Mirza
Yogi's remark - Philosophy or a political ploy?
Ghalib , Manto, Saahir Ludhianvi, Rabindranath Tagore , Bahadur Shah
Zafar, Alfred Einstein and Mahatma Gandhi.
The festival will open on March 17 with a three-man performance titled 'Trisanga'
- in Urdu, English and Hindi - which includes the teachings of Swami
Vikekananda, passages from the Mahabharata and the nuances of Bob Dylan,
also featuring veteran actors Uday Chandra and Chandar Khanna, and close on
April 2 with the Hindi play 'Yadi' - directed by and starring Alter with Benjamin
Gilani and Harish Chhabra - which looks at what could have happened had
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Headlining the festival are Alter's seminal works on stage, directed by Dr M.
Sayeed Alam, the eminent playwright and director of Pierrot's Troupe: namely his
portrayal of Maulana Azad in Urdu in a one-man show spanning two-and-a-half
hours; 'Ghalib ke Khat' , a unique look at the life of Ghalib, through the letters he
wrote to his shaagirds and admirers; 'Lal Qile ka Aakhri Mushaira' set in 1850 at
the the Lal Qila in Delhi in which legendary poets such as Ghalib, Zafar, Zauq,
Daag and Momin are reprised; ' Babur ki Aulaad' (English and Hindi) based on
the original play in English by Salman Khursheed; and 'Saahir, A Tribute' which
recalls the life and times of the great poet and lyricist Saahir Ludhianvi through
his memories, poetry, and songs.
Latest Comment
Tom alter is a natasamraat in
hindustani and urdu theatre.
In the passionate years i have
travelled with him -- i have
experienced that his passion is

Other notable performances include landmark
plays which Alter has featured in over the past
15 years, such as 'Teesveen Shatabdi' , the
influential playwright Badal Sarcar's scathing
look at the nuclear attacks on Hiroshima and
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Nagasaki through a uniquely Indian vision, and
'A Memoir of the Future' which looks at the life
and times of psychoanalyst Wilfred Bion, which
has been conceived and written by Meg Harris
Williams.

Also featured are dance-and poetry-infused acts based on the works of Ghalib,
Rabindranath Tagore and Ranjit Hoskote among others, and 'Safar-e-Shaayri ', a
recitation of ghazals and nazms of 34 great poets, accompanied by vocals and
dance.
Tickets are available on Book My Show and at the venue.
Stay updated on the go with Times of India News App. Click here to
download it for your device.
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Tom Alter becomes Wilfred Bion in a new play
Thirty years after an unfinished film, veteran actor Tom Alter is bringing back the life of late psychoanalyst Wilfred
Bion back to stage

Enter your email
Subscribe to our newsletter.

Go
Vangmayi Parakala

Tom Alter performing in a play on the life and times of Wilfred Bion at the Jashn-e-Maazi in Mumbai in
March. Photo: Monica Dawar

Tom Alter is no stranger to the one-man stage act. For 15 years, he’s been doing one about Maulana Azad, scripted
and directed by Sayeed Alam, and one based on Ernest Hemingway’s The Old Man And The Sea. The former was
written for the stage, the latter adapted from a book. What he’s attempting now, however, is quite a challenge.
Sitting in one corner of a small room at the India International Centre in Delhi, the 66-year-old actor is wrapping up
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interviews before he goes back to learning the lines of The Becoming Room, a play in three acts. “This is a really
challenging script,” he says, “but one does love a challenge.”
The script is one of two spin-offs of an eponymous unfinished cinematic experiment from 1983, which tried to
dramatize India-born psychoanalyst Wilfred Bion’s semi-autobiographical work of fiction, A Memoir Of The
Future. The second spin-off, written for actor Alaknanda Samarth, is the entire film script rendered in the form of a
narrative poem. Both are written by Meg Harris Williams, one of the two original scriptwriters of the now
abandoned film project.
Both Alter and Samarth were cast in that film (put together recently in a 40-odd-minute clipping that can be found
on YouTube) alongside prominent English actors like Nigel Hawthorne (Yes Minister, 1980-88) and Carol
Drinkwater (All Creatures Great And Small, 1978-90). Alter had played Bion’s father, and Samarth plays Bion’s
ayah (nanny), both of whom had a strong influence on the psychoanalyst. The film project, initiated by the late
Udayan Patel, a Mumbai-based psychoanalyst, and film director Kumar Shahani was abandoned 34 years ago, but
sometime in 2015, people from the team contacted Alter again, asking if he would like to do a play.
“The film has always been close to my heart, and I’ve always had a great regret that it never got completed. And
then, suddenly this (came along)…so it’s very exciting for me,” says Alter, recalling how he finally started working
with the script about six months ago. He even performed one-third of this script in Mumbai in March.
While Bion’s book is an amalgam of fiction, psychoanalysis and autobiography, its subsequent film adaptation was
interpreted as a series of dreams, using the visual medium to explore psychoanalytic concepts through an
autobiographical narrative. Now, when Alter performs the roles of both Bion and his father in The Becoming Room,
select visuals from the film will play on a screen behind the actor. When Bion’s conversations with himself ponder
upon his own birth, through Alter’s monologues, corresponding visuals from the film will play at the back. “There
will also be photographs of World War I, of India, of the ayah.... There will be a constant stream of—I wouldn’t say
consciousness—but sub-consciousness, that will be on while the play is going on,” says Alter. “So the screen is like
a dream.”

"The film has always been close to my heart, and I’ve always had a
great regret that it never got completed. And then, suddenly this
(came along)…so it’s very exciting for me."
-

Bion died in 1979, while the film was being shot. Alter recalls that there were plans for the psychoanalyst to visit the
film sets before he died, aged 81, in England. Calling Bion’s “a most amazing life” spanning two world wars, the
actor talks at length about the psychoanalyst serving in the first war as a tank commander. “To realize what we are
in 2017, it is important to know what happened a hundred years ago,” says Alter. “This is one of the great minds of
the 20th century, talking about the 20th century. There’s a lot of things which all of us should be interested in.”
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